Lergotrile in the treatment of parkinsonism.
Lergotrile mesylate, a direct-acting dopamine agonist, was administered for up to 10 months to 25 patients with Parkinson disease. Of six patients not receiving levodopa concurrently, five showed definite improvement in parkinsonian signs and symptoms. These results are the first clear indication that lergotrile is efficacious, independently of any interaction with levodopa, in the treatment of Parkinson disease. The drug was also effective in relieving some complications of long-term levodopa therapy. Lergotrile was more effective in alleviating on-off problems than in reversing loss of levodopa efficacy. Side effects of lergotrile included exacerbation of hallucinations, dyskinesias, hypotension, and alterations in liver function tests.